
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Welcome to Saint Paul’s Online!    
In the Advent season, we prepare threefold for 
the coming of Christ into our midst: We are 
perhaps foremost aware of Christ’s coming in the 
birth of Jesus to Mary in Bethlehem.  We also 
celebrate Christ coming to us mystically in our 
own lives in the present time. Thirdly, we 
anticipate the coming of Christ when the fullness 
of creation will be restored among us. The central 
symbol of each coming of the Christ is the 
bringing of the light of God’s Word into the 
darkness. 
 
This service of Advent Lessons and Carols carries 

us from darkness to the light of seeing God among us.  Festive carols alternate with lessons of the 
prophets in this dramatic candlelight procession to the good news of the Gospel of Luke.  
 
We invite you to join to pray - through the silence, the spoken word, and the music in the beauty of 
holiness. We pray for light to shine on all those who sit in darkness. 
 
 
A first candle is lit in the Advent wreath during the singing of the Invitatory. 
 
INVITATORY Es ist ein Ros entsprungen, Michael Praetorius (1571-1621) 
 arr. Jan Sandström (b. 1954); arr. Susan Jane Matthews for strings 
 

Es ist ein Ros entsprungen aus einer Wurzel zart, 
Als uns die Alten sungen: Von Jesse kam die Art. 

Und hat ein Blümlein bracht, Mitten im kalten Winter wohl zu der halben Nacht. 
 

A rose has come forth from a tender root, 
As the prophets of old sang to us:  From Isaiah came the lineage. 

And it has brought to us a flower in the cold midwinter, right at the midnight hour. 

 

Advent Lessons & Carols 
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CAROL  “Come thou Redeemer of the earth,” Puer nobis 

 
 
A BIDDING PRAYER Mia Malhotra 
 
In the name of God, who enfolds and embraces us, liberating us from death and despair, we 
welcome you: grace to you and peace.  
 
In the midst of this pandemic, we anticipate the coming of God’s kingdom and the renewal of our 
world. Through scripture, we remember God’s Spirit that, in darkness, hovered over the waters to 
bring form to the earth; how that same spirit overshadowed the Virgin Mary to bring Christ, 
enfleshed, into our world, and how that very Presence seeks us still, yearning to restore us to life.   
 
Like a lit candle in a dark room, you illuminate and inspire us. Guided by your changeless light, we 
journey through shadow into the mystery of your being. Illuminate our deepest longings and lead us 
into the richness of your presence.  
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Eternal Bloom, as the prophet Isaiah says, you lift the humble and bring rulers down from their 
thrones. You fill the hungry with good things and send the rich away empty. You came as a slender 
shoot from the stump of Jesse, exiled but not lost; in the silent, unseen places of the earth, your 
roots bring tender hope. May justice and peace blossom fully in our midst. 
 
As the child in Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy at the advent of Christ’s coming, let us rejoice in the 
promise of a world remade. We pray for those among whom Christ was born: the hungry and 
dispossessed; those who suffer because of the systemic injustices of poverty, racism, and all else that 
disfigures God’s life in our hearts and in this world; the sick and those who mourn; those who are 
lonely or in despair.  
  
As we hear the message of peace on earth and goodwill among all people, we pray for the unity of 
the nations, that injustice would be broken, and that the humble would rise in strength. We pray also 
for the witness of the Church, that we may embody Christ’s compassion in a hurting world.  

  
Finally, as we rejoice with the saints in heaven and on earth, we remember all who have gone before 
us, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we offer up our 
prayers, in the words he himself has taught us: 

  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  
And may Christ, as he returns, find us laboring expectantly in the hope of the coming kingdom, now 
and at all times. Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON  read by Yuki Ota, Chorister     Genesis 1:1-5   
 

Then God said, “Let there be light.” 
 

CAROL  Hear, Hear O Shepherd of Israel, Patricia Van Ness (b. 1951)  
Sung by Sopranos & Altos from St. Paul’s  

[premiere] 
Hear O shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

So we never turn away from you, 
give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
Restore us; show the light of your countenance, 

And we shall be saved. 
~ Psalm 80: 1, 3, 17 

 
SECOND LESSON  read by Bryan Vander Lugt     Isaiah 11:1-6 
 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 



 

 4 

All sing 
CAROL   Hymn 597
  “O day of peace that dimly shines,” Jerusalem 
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THIRD LESSON  read by James Hurrell     Revelation 22:1-5 
 

God will be the light for the children of God. 
 
CAROL  E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, Paul Manz 
  Sung virtually by Choir of St. Paul’s 
 

Peace be to you and grace from him Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed his blood That we might saved be. 

Sing holy, holy to our Lord, The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come; Sing holy, holy, Lord! 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon, For Christ is coming soon! 
E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, And night shall be no more; 

They need no light nor lamp nor sun, For Christ will be their All! 
 

 ~ Revelation 22, adapted by Ruth Manz (1919-2008) 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON   read by Grace Ghoorah     Luke 1:26-38 
 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High.  
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All sing  
CAROL Hymn 265  
 “The angel Gabriel from heaven came,” Gabriel’s Message 
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FIFTH LESSON  read by The Rev. Julie Graham     Luke 1:39-56   
Responses of joy to the good news of the blessed child of Mary. 

 
CAROL I sing of a maiden, Amy Bebbington (b. 1975) 

Sung by Sopranos & Altos from St. Paul’s 
 

I sing of a maiden that is makeless; 
King of all kings to her son she ches, 

He came all so stille there his mother was, 
as dew in Aprille, as dew that falleth on the grass. 

He came all so stille to this mother’s bower 
as dew in Aprille that falleth on the flower. 
He came all so stille there his mother lay, 

as dew in Aprille that falleth on the spray. 
Mother and maiden was never none but she; 
Well may such a lady Goddes mother be. 

~15th c. Sloane Manuscript  
 
COLLECT  The Rev. Thomas Skillings, Rector of St. Paul’s 
 
 
  



 

 8 

All are invited to sing  
CAROL  “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming,” Es ist ein Ros 
  Sung virtually by Choir of St. Paul’s 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING  The Rev. Thomas Skillings, Rector of St. Paul’s 
 
POSTLUDE  Toccata on “Veni Emmanuel,” Andrew Carter (b. 1939) 
 
COPYRIGHT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS   
Reprinted under OneLicense.net  # A-706347 and a Rite Song reprint license for congregational use.  
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2020-21 CHOIR SCHOOL SPONSORS 
 

 
 
We are deeply grateful to the following Sponsors of the Choir School upon whose generosity this offering of St. 
Paul’s relies.  Donations received as of November 25, 2020. Please contact Susan Matthews at 
smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org to join us as a Choir School Sponsor for the 2020-21 season. 
 
 

PLATINUM ( $5,000 + ) 
Aetos Alternatives Management 
Bob Peck  In appreciation of the leadership of Susan Jane Matthews 
Tim van Oppen  In memory of Ann van Oppen 
 
GOLD ( $2,500 + ) 
Anonymous 
Judy and Bill Steul  
The Ying Family 

SILVER  ( $1,500 + ) 
Susan Jane Matthews  In memory of my parents, Carl and Marilyn Matthews 
 
CHOIR FAMILY & FRIENDS ( $500 + ) 
Matthew Adams 
The Akers Family 
Tom and Cyndy Bodenlos   In memory of Cyndy's parents, Bill and Jeanne Johnson 
Lynn Marie Bruce  
Jim and Tish Busselle    
Lee and Pete Caraher 
Barbara and Richard Dedo 
Brian and Kathleen Douglas  In joyful gratitude to the Choir of St. Paul's 
The Fisher Family 
Joanne and Peter Garrison   
JoAnn and Mark Hartley  Our gift of gratitude to the Choir of St. Paul’s 
Susan Ketcham 
Anita Van Kimmenade and Scott Power 
Pat Ko   
The Kwok Family In appreciation for the always great work of Dr. Matthews, especially during these challenging times. 
Laura Becker-Lewke and Reyonold Lewke   
Mia and Mark Malhotra  In memory of Sachiko Higaki 
Sage Eldercare 
Jim Steichen 
 
IN-KIND DONATION OF PUBLICITY DESIGN & MATERIALS 
Double Forte | Lee Caraher, president   
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Celebrate Christmas with the Choir of St. Paul’s! 

Hear the joy of Christmas through the voice of women composers - from the 9th c. Byzantine chant 
of Kassia, to Barbara Strozzi in 17th c. Italy to the spirituals of Undine Smith Moore and Margaret 
Bonds in 20th c. USA - and, sing along with the choir in twenty Christmas highlights from Handel's 
Messiah.  

Videos have been created in the beautiful sacred space of St. Paul's by soloists and small choral 
ensembles. The program also includes virtual choir renditions of "For unto us a child is born" and 
"Joy to the world" with 40 singers from the choir singing, age 6 through adult. 

Register to receive a link to watch the concert, along with a Messiah score pdf, and Zoom link for 
the Pre-Concert Talk. 

https://joytotheworld2020.eventbrite.com 
 
Program 

• Kassia | 9th c. Byzantine Christmas Chant 
• Barbara Strozzi | O Maria  
• Undine Smith Moore | Christmas Alleluia 
• Margaret Bonds | You can tell the world 
• G. F. Handel | Messiah (Christmas highlights) Sing-a-long at home from a Messiah score 

sent to you. 
• Carol | Joy to the World! 

 
Choir of St. Paul's 
Susan Jane Matthews, Organist & Director 
 
Soloists: Abigail Akers, Natalie Dias, Lily Hartley, Jason Harvey, Elizabeth Kimble, David 
Kurtenbach, Séraphée de Labaca, & Akane Ota 
 
All donations benefit the St. Paul's Choir School. 

 

ST. PAUL’S ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
4pm Sunday, December 13 

 
3pm Pre-Concert Talk 
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 Holiday Packaged Nuts for Sale  

by the Circle of St. Paul’s 
 

The Ladies of The Circle at St. Paul's are continuing their tradition of 
selling holiday packaged nuts, fresh from Georgia, for sale at $7.75 
each. We have 12-ounce dark chocolate covered pecans. package, 10-
ounce caramel pecan clusters (turtles) package and 8-ounce glazed 
honey pecans package. Each individually wrapped for gift giving!!! 
Please call Sandy Galindo at (650)952-9555 or e-mail her at: 
sgalindo1946@yahoo.com to place your order. Thank you for your 
continued support! HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  

 
 

 
Christmas on Holy Ground  
Candlelight Carol Services at St. Paul’s 
Sunday, December 20 • 5pm and 6:30pm 
 

While it is not possible to gather for Christmas as usual, save the 
date for outdoor gatherings in anticipation of the birth of Christ. 
Joyful prayers of praise, inspiring word, and music by our singers 
will help us enter the wonderful mystery of God with us. Carols will 
be sung by an ensemble of eleven from the Choir of St. Paul’s. 
Look for sign-ups and more information in a special Christmas 
mailing or on the website, www.StPaulsBurlingame.org.  
 
 

 
Two Online Christmas Eve Offerings  
Thursday, December 24   
www.youtube.com/StPaulsBurlingame 

  
• Christmas Eve Pageant 
premiere at 4pm 
 
 
• Christmas Eve Service 

with the Choir of St. Paul’s 
 


