
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Burlingame 

THE EPISTLE 

 
OUR MISSION... is to understand and celebrate God’s dream for the world, 

to be transformed in Jesus’ love and to use our gifts to make a difference for others. 
OUR VISION... is a world in which God’s embracing love is joyfully shared by all people. 

January 2020 

Bishop, The Rt. Rev. 
Marc Andrus to Visit St. Paul’s  

Sunday, Jan. 19 

We joyfully welcome our 
Bishop, The Most Rev., 
Marc Andrus, who will 
lead us in worship, preach 
and teach on Sunday, 
January 19. In the 
Episcopal Church, the 
bishop is the chief pastor 

of the diocese and 89 parishes in the Bay Area. Marc 
has been our bishop of the Diocese of California 
since 2006. He has been very active in highlighting 
the importance of the stewardship of creation, 
especially in a robust response to the challenges of 
climate change. 

In addition to leading us in worship, the bishop will 
share his insight and experiences about climate 
change at the 9am education hour. All will have a 
chance to meet him at Coffee Hour following the 
10am Liturgy. 

Epiphany and the Arrival of the 
Magi at St. Paul’s and Our Homes 

Sunday, January 5 

But first, the story … According to the Book of 
Matthew 1: 24, a bright star led the magi from the 
east until it stopped “over the place where the child 
was,” and “upon entering the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother.” The magi knelt down 
for the baby Jesus and “offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.”  

St. Paul’s Epiphany celebration features an offering 
of gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, a blessing 
of our Parish House, and a parish social that 
includes King Cake and a discovery of three Magi in 
our midst. 

NEW to our celebration ~ that afternoon 

TEAM MAGI is forming and will head off to follow 
the stars over your homes — beginning the work of 
Christmas by sharing the blessing of the Christ 
child. We will caravan to homes and bless them with 
the chalking of the doorways — you won’t even 
need to ask us in!  

Want to have your home blessed? Want to be on 
Team Magi and bless homes? Email 
jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org to contact The 
Rev. Julie Graham. 
 

  

Date Event Page 

Jan. 19 Knitting & Needlecrafts 6 

Jan. 19 – 
Jan. 25 

Home & Hope 3 

Jan. 20 MLK, Jr Multifaith Day of 
Service 

2 

Jan. 22 M.O.M.s in the Morning 6 

Jan. 25 Choral Evensong for St. Paul 16 

Jan. 25 & 
Jan. 26 

Tijuana House Build 
Fundraiser 

3 

Mondays Monday Journey 4 

various 
Sundays 

Sundays @ 9 4 

mailto:jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Epiphany%20Sunday
mailto:jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Epiphany%20Sunday
mailto:jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Epiphany%20Sunday
mailto:jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Epiphany%20Sunday
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FROM THE DESK OF THE RECTOR  

New Year Resolutions for the Soul 

The month of January is often a time to begin new 
habits or takes on new challenges. Very often, these 
New Year's resolutions are focused on self-
improvement. But what if you chose one that was 
about expanding your soul? January is a great time 
to join one of our groups that makes Sunday 
celebration so rich: Readers, Altar Guild, Choir, 
Ushers or Greeters. Or to serve the world by 
helping out with housing homeless families at  
St. Paul's, or signing up for the life-changing Tijuana 
house build or spend a day with the interfaith MLK 
Service Day. Or to grow your soul by putting 
Sunday worship at the top of your to do list, learn 
more about how or dare to learn more about the 
Bible through Sundays @ 9, M.O.M.s or Monday 
Journey. 

In the midst of improving your diet or your exercise, 
a little soul work can make all the difference in 
connecting with a deeper life. So before falling into 
the routine of reacting to an overstuffed calendar 
make a choice for something that will be deep and 
abiding. 

As Mary Oliver asks: What is it that you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life?  

Happy New Year! 

 

Thomas 

 

 

MLK, Jr. Multifaith Day of Service Monday, January 20 

Join us for the Annual 
MLK, Jr. Peninsula 
Multifaith Coalition 
Day of Service 
Monday, Jan. 20. 
Instead of a Day OFF, 
St. Paul's families are 
invited to take a Day 
ON. This is our 
chance to make time 
and space for our 
neighbors. As much as 
a Day off is tempting 

to take in a fast paced environment we live in, would 

you consider taking this day to be ON? On-board 
for Justice? On-board for Peace? On-board for 
Unity? On-board for Friendship? On-board for 
Community? Yes, this will require energy and a 
willingness to work hard together. We hope you can 
make time for this special event. The event runs 
from 8am to noon. If you are interested, talk to one 
of the following persons or email 
sbeauparlant@yahoo.com to reach Serina 
Beauparlant, or email kayfilak@gmail.com to reach 
Kay Filak or jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org email 
Jocelyn A. Sideco. For additional information go to 
http://pmcmlk2020.eventbrite.com/ 

 

 
 
  

mailto:sbeauparlant@yahoo.com?subject=MLK
mailto:sbeauparlant@yahoo.com?subject=MLK
mailto:kayfilak@gmail.com?subject=MLK
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Support St. Paul's Outreach Team March Tijuana Build Efforts 
 
Please join the St. Paul's Outreach Team for two 
special opportunities to help support the March 
Tijuana Build efforts. 
 
Saturday, January 25 
6pm to 7pm - Post Evensong Concert 
Fiesta Reception & Fundraiser 
 
Sunday, January 26 
11:15am to 12:15pm - Post 10am Service 
Fiesta Luncheon & Fundraiser 
 

This is St. Paul's third year in a row of heading down 
south of the border to build a home for a family in 
the Tijuana area. The total cost (not including our 
transportation to San Diego and lodging) is 
approximately $9,600. We couldn’t have done this 
last year without the generous financial support of 
the St. Paul’s congregation. We look forward to 
telling you more about our mission and how you can 
help. Please join us for one or both fiestas!   
 

In the meantime, if you are moved by our mission, 
please donate through the St. Paul’s website or by 
check. Please notate "2020 Tijuana Build.” There 
are also still openings if you want to join the 
volunteers. Email Julie Wilson at 
wilsonjules85@gmail.com for more information. 

 
 

Build a House in Mexico in One Day 

Saturday, March 14 

On the weekend of Saturday, March 14, St Paul’s 
will build a house for a Mexican family in Tijuana. 
This is much like a habitat project, but the house is 
completed in one day! 

Who can build? Anyone with any experience can 
be a part of the team. This includes young people 
6th-grade and up. This is a great family project! 

How do we get there? Most people travel to San 
Diego on Friday, March 13 and return on Sunday, 
March 15. We stay in a local motel and travel into 
Tijuana for the day. 

What does it cost? Our Outreach Team will be 
using funds from our Outreach fund to build the 
house. The only costs are gas (shared if you carpool) 
or airfare to San Diego and meals that are not 
provided on the road and for lunches. 

Who are we partnering with? Corazon sponsors 
the home-in-a-day program. Since the early 1970’s 
this organization has been building homes for 
Tijuana residents. Visit them online at 
www.corazon.org/en/ 

For more information, email 
wilsonjules85@gmail.com to reach Julie Wilson. 

 

Home & Hope Dates for 2020 

Whether it is your New Year's resolution or a habit of many years, your help supporting the families in Home 
& Hope is greatly appreciated. Our host weeks this year will be on 

January 19 - 25 
March 8 - 14 
August 23 - 29 
October 25 - 31 

Volunteers are needed to shop for groceries, prepare dinners, share dinner with our guests, stay overnight and 
wash bedding. Can't help during a host week? We could really use help organizing the toy closet. Want to do 
something from home? We appreciate table decorations. Would you like to take our guests trick or treating on 
Halloween? Contact Bonnie Adams (bonnie417@aol.com) or Edith Foothorap (rongoerss@aol.com) to learn 
more.  

mailto:wilsonjules85@gmail.com?subject=Tijuana%20House%20Build
mailto:wilsonjules85@gmail.com?subject=Tijuana%20House%20Build
http://www.corazon.org/en/
mailto:wilsonjules85@gmail.com%20?subject=Tijuana%20House%20Build
mailto:wilsonjules85@gmail.com%20?subject=Tijuana%20House%20Build
mailto:bonnie417@aol.com?subject=H%20&%20H&%20&
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Paul the Progressive 

Sundays @ 9am in the Higbie Library 
January: 5, 12, 26  February: 2, 9, 16, 23 
 

In a culture where Christianity is 

seen as intolerant and narrow 

minded, it can be hard to publicly 

identify as Christian or 

Episcopalian. Much of this comes 

from the ways Christian faith has 

been interpreted to support the 

marginalization of women, 

LGBTQ+ people and people of other faiths. 

Pressed to defend their exclusion and judgement of 

others they will often turn to the Bible, especially 

pulling particular texts from the apostle Paul. 
 

But what if Paul was really the person who made 

Christianity radically inclusive? What if he was a 

champion of the equality of all people in Christ? 

What if he really did believe that God desires to be 

the God of all? And what if you had enough 

knowledge of Paul to support your own sense of 

inclusion and equality for all? 
 

Join us in January and February to see Paul and the 

Bible in a new and inclusive way. Using Eric Smith’s 

book, “Paul The Progressive: The Compassionate 

Christian’s Guide To Reclaiming The Apostle As 

An Ally,” we will come to understand the teachings 

of Paul so that we too can understand the inclusive 

and compassionate dream of God in Christ. 

 

A Special Sundays @ 9 with Bishop Marc Andrus: Climate and Spirit 

Sunday, January 19 
Bishop, The Rt. Rev., Marc Andrus is a leader and 

prophet connecting the care of the earth to the 

Christian path of love. He has been a delegate to 

recent international meetings on climate change and 

a voice in the Episcopal Church for recognizing 

climate change as a central moral issue in the world 

today. Bishop Marc will join us for Sundays @ 9 as 

part of his regular visit to St. Paul’s. Join us in Higbie 

Hall/Library as he shares his experience of working 

for climate justice, and helps us see how the care of 

creation is an important part of our Christian 

practice. 

 

 

 
The Lost Art of Scripture: Rescuing the Sacred Texts 
Monday Journey  
Mondays 1pm to 3pm  •  Higbie Library 

Monday Journey is a women’s small group that 

meets each Monday for learning and support. The 

book selected for the winter is Karen Armstrong’s, 

“The Lost Art of Scripture.” Armstrong says: “The 

sacred texts have been coopted by fundamentalists, 

who insist that they must be taken literally, and by 

others who interpret scripture to bolster their own 

prejudices …” For most of their history, the world's 

religious traditions have regarded these texts as 

tools that enable the individual to connect with the 

divine, to experience a different level of 

consciousness, and to help them engage with the 

world in more meaningful and compassionate ways.  

 
All are invited to come. For more information email 

bwloewy@gmail.com to reach Becky Loewy. 

 

  

mailto:bwloewy@gmail.com%20?subject=Monday%20Journey
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Expanding Language in Prayer and Worship Beginning in Epiphany 
Season 

For many years, churches and culture at large have 
become aware of the ways in which the voices and 
contributions of women have been marginalized. As 
we will learn, in our exploration of the apostle Paul’s 
teaching during Sundays @ 9, much of this was about 
the triumph of patriarchal society over the radical 
equality. Paul proclaimed: There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus. (Galatians 3:28). 

This expansive vision of God, that recognizes that 
God the creator is not defined by gender and that 
before God all people are equally loved and valuable, 
led by the General Convention of the Episcopal 

Church to review our texts for prayer and worship. In 
2019, they approved texts that were more sensitive to 
gender concerns. 

We will begin using these texts starting on Epiphany 
Sunday at St. Paul’s. You may or may not notice much 
difference, but in those places where you find yourself 
thrown off your normal rhythm, we pray it will be a 
time to consider and expand your habits about the 
ways you think about God and God’s people. 

Text of the new prayers can be found at 
http://episcopalarkansas.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/08/expansive_language_euc
harist_PDF.pdf 

 

 

The Soul of Aging: A Circle of Trust Small Group 
Beginning in March 
Register now  
 

 
 

As we get older, we intuit that we can just get old or 
we can become elders who have meaningful 
contributions to make. There are some tough things 
to encounter in our aging, but if we are willing to face 
them, there are also enormous gifts. We yearn to grasp 
what life has been all about and to come as fully alive 
as we possibly can, which includes claiming unlived 

parts of ourselves, creative endeavors, thoughtful 
shadow work and a deeper commitment to our inner 
life’s work and our relationship with God. It is a time 
of life we want to be guided by our souls. 

To quote Eleanor Roosevelt: Beautiful young people 
are accidents of nature, but beautiful old people are 
works of art. In this program, we will creatively 
approach “the art” of aging intentionally, and the 
many soulful invitations our maturing years offer us. 

This 10-week Circle of Trust course will be a place 
where participants yearn to explore a more intentional 
and creative way to move through later life.   

There will be 10 meetings beginning in March and 
going through May (specific times TBD). 

For more information, please contact The Rev. 
Thomas Skillings either by emailing 
revtskillings@gmail.com or by calling 650-348-4811 
x1. 

  

http://episcopalarkansas.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/expansive_language_eucharist_PDF.pdf
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JOIN THE CHOIR IN JANUARY 

January is a terrific time to join the Choirs at St. Paul’s. The Choir School begins with 
offerings for children in kindergarten, the choir ministry embracing singers through teens 
and adults. In St. Paul’s intergenerational choir ministry, affiliated with the Royal School 
of Church Music (RSCM), boys and girls join equally with teens and adults in offering 
music to the glory of God. 

Additional information, including detailed choir schedules, live recordings and CDs, and 
a description of the RSCM Chorister Training Program, is included on the music pages 
of the church website. See especially www.stpaulsburlingame.org/choirs and 
www.stpaulsburlingame.org/choirschool. 

Please email Susan Jane Matthews, Director of Music, at 
smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org for more information and to schedule an audition. 
Choir rehearsals resume the week of January 6. 

 

Confirmation 
Our Confirmation Classes for children in the 8th grade and at least 13-years-old will begin at the end of 
January. Regular meetings will be on the following Sundays: 

February 9, 23 
March 8, 22 
April 12 
May 3 (make-up day), 10 

If you and your child want to be part of the group, getting confirmed at the General Diocesan Confirmation 
on Saturday, June 6, held at Grace Cathedral, 1100 California St, San Francisco, please email 
jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org to sign-up with Jocelyn, our Pastoral Associate. 

 

M.O.M.s ~ Mothers On a Mission (M.O.M.) of Faithful Parenting 

M.O.M.s Are Invited to Take a 90-minute 

Break for Some “Soul Time” In January 

We seek to bring our spirituality to our parenting in hopes of 

nurturing and awakening the spiritual life of our young people. 

Child Care offered; please email The Rev. Julie Graham at 

jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org if to let her know if it is needed 

or if you would like additional information. 

 

We continue to “Walk the Way of Love” for our parenting 

practices and ourselves. At our Wednesday, January 22 group 

gathering, we will meet to reflect on the role of worship in our 

family’s life. In worshipping, we mean in how we gather weekly 

in community to thank, praise, and dwell with God. 

 

When we worship, we gather with others before God. We hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Give thanks, 

confess, and offer the brokenness of the world to God. As we break bread, our eyes are opened to the presence 

of Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we are made one body, the body of Christ sent forth to live the Way 

of Love.  

 
Day/Date: Wednesday/Jan. 22 

Time: 9:30am to 11am 
Where:  Higbie Hall/Library 

http://www.stpaulsburlingame.org/choirs
http://www.stpaulsburlingame.org/choirschool
mailto:smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Join%20the%20Choir
mailto:jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=M.O.M.s
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The Circle Continues to Accept Donations for the Spring Rummage Sale 

The Circle is accepting donations of quality items for the Spring 
Rummage Sale on Friday May 1 and Saturday, May 2. Please leave 
donations of clothing, accessories, linens, shoes, books within the 
sliding glass door cabinets, closing them as directed on the doors. 
Please do NOT leave items unprotected outside. 
 
Continued drop off is also welcome within Foote Hall on the donation 
table outside of the sorting/storage room door. 
Thank you 
 
Arrange larger donations by emailing ronnkarin@yahoo.com to 
contact Karin Payne 
 
Looking forward to continuing success in 2020! 
 
Thank you!  

 

 

The Circle Rummage Sorters for January 

Friday, Jan. 3 – Suzanne Abold, Bridgette Anderson, Claudia Elfving,  
            Charlotte Greig 

Tuesday, Jan. 7 – Pat Ko, Candace Martin, Denise Schmid 
Saturday, Jan. 11 – Michele Bosschart, Kiwi DeVoy, Jean Kaluza 
Tuesday, Jan. 14 – Emma Elfving, Fusi Pauli, Mary Swing 
Friday, Jan. 17 – Karin Payne, Diane Smith, Barbara Valle 
Tuesday, Jan. 21 – Marty Beater, Bohnye Bice, Chris Parrish 
Friday, Jan. 24 – Charlotte Greig, Sue Ladlow, Sandra Perez-Vegas 
Tuesday, Jan. 28 – June Castelli, Candace Martin, Sandy Galindo 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Knitting and Needlecrafts Group Meets Sunday, January 19 

Do you like to knit? Or would you like to learn? St. Paul’s knitting and 
needlecrafts group is relaxed and informal. No agendas, just social 
knitting, crocheting, needlepointing or anything you can do with 
needles or sticks and string! We share our ideas and skills and make 
new friends. We also have patterns and tips for knitting or crocheting 
prayer shawls for the Healing Ministry or other recipients. 
Needlecrafters of all skill levels, both men and women, are welcome 
to drop in any time. Come late or leave early, as your schedule requires. 
For more information, please email susanod312@gmail.com or call 
650-400-5495 to contact Susan O’Doherty. 

Date: the third Sunday of each month  
Time: after the 10am Eucharist, from about 11:30am until 1pm 
Place: Higbie Hall  

mailto:ronnkarin@yahoo.com?subject=Large%20Items%20Donations
mailto:susanod312@gmail.com?subject=St.%20Paul's%20Knitting%20&%20Needlecraft%20Group&%20Needlecraft%20Grou&%20Needlecraft%20Gro&%20Needlecraft%20Grop&%20Needlecraft%20Gro&%20Needlecraft%20Gr&%20Needlecraft%20G&%20Needlecraft%20&%20Needlecraft&%20Needlecraf&%20Needlecra&%20Needlecr&%20Needlec&%20Needleca&%20Needlecar&%20Needleca&%20Needlec&%20Needle&%20Needl&%20Need&%20Nee&%20Ne&%20N&%20&
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HIGHLIGHTING WOMEN COMPOSERS  
By Susan Jane Matthews 
Director of Music 

 
At St. Paul’s Burlingame, we continue a dedication to bringing to light the music of women composers. My 
heartfelt gratitude for the tremendous support by the St. Paul’s community of this social justice initiative to 
give an equal voice to women within the church as visible leaders, specifically as composers of sacred music. 
A very special thanks to the Choir of St. Paul’s and our choir librarians (Marian Chin, head librarian) for the 
countless extra hours of preparation to allow the music of women composers to be heard at St. Paul’s. 
 
The fall and winter months of 2019 have included these highlights of women composers: 
 

• October 20th premiere of Psalm 9: You will be a refuge from Child of the Borderlands by St. Paul’s 
composer-in-residence, Patricia Van Ness 

 

• St. Paul’s new CD, Searching for Stars: six tracks dedicated to the 12th century chant of Hildegard of 
Bingen and organ and piano music of Fanny Hensel 
 

• December 7th Advent Lessons and Carols:  Melissa Dunphy O Oriens sung as the introit 
 

• December 15th Christmas Concert:  Magnificat primo of 17th-century Milanese nun Chiara Cozzolani 
sung by the choir and 8-voice octet, accompanied by cello and organ 

 
 
In 2020, we look forward to: 
 

A February 15th Concert will feature the piano and chamber music of Fanny 
Hensel, sister of Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy. (See separate article.)  
 
At the March 21st Evensong in celebration of Women’s History Month, the 
Choir of St. Paul’s will offer Fanny Hensel’s cantata Lobgesang, accompanied by 
a chamber orchestra. This 1831 cantata for chorus, soprano and alto soloists, 
and orchestra was published for the first time in 2002 (!). It was dedicated to the 
first birthday of her only child, Felix Ludwig Sebastian Hensel – named after her 
brother Felix, Ludwig van Beethoven, and Johann Sebastian Bach, the cantata 
hearkening to the Baroque style of the third composer. The Preces & Responses of 
Elizabeth Kimble (St. Paul’s soprano section leader) and Evening canticles by 
English composer Sarah MacDonald will also be sung at this Evensong. 
 

A celebration of International Women’s Day will be held at the 10am Holy Eucharist on Sunday, May 8, 
Second Sunday of Lent, crafted by a committee of lay women of St. Paul’s. Please contact Susan Jane Matthews, 
smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org, or Jocelyn Sideco, jsideco@stpaulsburlingame.org, if you are interested in 
serving on this committee. 
 

  

mailto:smatthews@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Women%20Composers
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FANNY HENSEL CONCERT 
Saturday, February 15 • 5pm 

 
~ Chamber Music with Susan Jane Matthews, pianist ~ 

 
 
PROGRAM 
 
Piano Quartet 
 
Piano Solos  
Allegro molto in c  
Andante cantabile  
Il Saltarello Romano 
 
Piano Trio 
 
Free-will donation.  Reception follows. 
 

 
Fanny Hensel (1805-1847) was a German pianist and composer of tremendous musical talent and skill like her 
famous younger brother, Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847). While Fanny’s works were heard in 
Sonntagsmusiken (Sunday musicales) at the Hensel home in Berlin, Felix’s reached international audiences. Along 
with Fanny’s father, Felix sought to “protect” his dear sister, a married woman from an upper-class Berlin 
family, from the vagaries of the publishing and performing worlds. The siblings were very close, Felix 
recognized Fanny’s amazing talent, rivaling, perhaps surpassing his own, and sought her help and inspiration 
in editing his works before publication. Even after her father’s death and with her husband Wilhelm’s 
encouragement to let her voice be heard, Fanny deferred to her brother’s advice. Fanny’s few publications 
mostly came in 1847, what was to become suddenly the last year of her life. She died of a stroke on May 14, 
1847 while preparing the chorus for a Sonntagsmusiken at her home featuring a work by Felix. The painting here 
depicts Fanny’s music room. 
 
In a February 2019 concert at St. Paul’s, Fanny Hensel’s two organ works for her wedding, two vocal arias, and 
Das Jahr (The Year) were performed, Das Jahr a mesmerizing cycle for pianoforte that reflects on the seasons of 
life through the months of the year, a musical calendar. A recording of the organ works, November, December, 
and Nachspiel from Das Jahr are included on St. Paul’s new CD, Searching for Stars. 
 
The February 15, 2020 concert continues to explore Fanny Hensel’s amazing compositions, highlighting 
three more of her works for piano solo and two chamber works:  Piano Quartet for piano, violin, viola, and 
cello and the Piano Trio for piano, violin, and cello.   
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Save the Date: Parish Annual Meeting 
Sunday, February 2 at 11:15am 

All are invited to participate in our Annual Meeting next month, Sunday, February 2 at 11:15am in Foote Hall, as we 
elect new parish leadership, review where we have been and where we are going and get an overview of the budget for 
the coming year. The Annual Meeting is always a wonderful opportunity for fellowship (lunch is served), and to be an 
important part of sharing the work of our parish. 

According to St. Paul’s Parish By-Laws, 4.2 Nomination to the Vestry: Nominations of members of the Vestry and 
Delegates to Diocesan Convention will be presented to the parish at least 3 weeks prior to the Annual Meeting by a 
Nominating Committee appointed by the majority vote of the Rector and Wardens. In case of a tied vote, the vote of 
the Rector shall be determinative. The nominees must be connected prior to the Annual Meeting to determine their 
willingness to serve if elected. Additional nominees may be presented to the parish up to ten days prior to the Annual 
Meeting. If they meet the requirements for Vestry membership, their biography will be published and they will join the 
slate of candidates. Nominations from the floor will not be permitted. 

2020 Vestry Nominees 

Mary Page van Hamel Platerink  When our family moved here in 2010, my husband, Gerard, felt that Californians 
were unlikely to go to church. We tried a few churches together as a family, but he and our children (Eliza, Livvy and 
Lodo) got weary quickly of trying different churches with no luck. So, I came to St. Paul’s alone on a Sunday nearly 10 
years ago. The next week when I convinced them to join me, we knew we had found a home.   

Over the past 10 years, I have taught Sunday school, our family has supported Home & Hope, the Giving Tree and our 
children have been acolytes and in the Christmas pageant, which Eliza, our oldest, went on to direct for many years. We 
have successfully had all three children go through confirmation! and for many years, my mom, Mary Polly, joined us at 
St. Paul’s. She loved Monday Journey and her trip to Israel with St. Paul’s, but moved back to Atlanta two years ago . 
Clearly, we have all enjoyed our experience at St. Paul’s.  

As our family has gotten older and busier, attending church has become more difficult, which is why I was delighted to 
be asked to join the Vestry – what a great way to stay connected to this wonderful community. I am honored to serve.  

Paige Austin  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve St. Paul’s on the Vestry. My family joined the church in 2011 
after moving from Chicago. Our son, Rider, was baptized at St. Paul’s and our daughter, Charlotte, 
loves being in the Christmas pageant every year. As a former middle school teacher, I enjoy being 
involved in Youth and Family ministries like Sunday Journey and confirmation class. I have met 
wonderful mothers through M.O.M.s and helping with the Advent Festival. My family loves serving 
dinner at Home & Hope. Last spring we helped Charlotte coordinate the backpack drive for 
Samaritan House. I live in Burlingame with my children and my husband, Rob. I attended All Saint’s 
Episcopal Day School in Carmel Valley, have a bachelor’s in English from Stanford University and 
a master’s in teaching from USF. I am passionate about education as a means for social justice and 
feel blessed to be part of a church community that cares so deeply for others. 

Tish Busselle  I have been a member of St. Paul’s for over thirty years. My involvement in St. Paul’s community started 
with the Children’s Commission and St. Paul’s Outreach programs. Over my years at St. Paul’s, I 
have served on the Vestry three times, serving as Junior Warden and Senior Warden and had the 
opportunity to chair the Rector Search Committee, which resulted in the “call to ministry” to 
Thomas. I am currently St. Paul’s Treasurer and a member of St. Paul’s Tea ‘n’ Talk, Celebration 
of Life, Altar Guild, Stewardship and Property Teams. I also love coordinating St. Paul’s annual 
Giving Tree as a way of helping our community to support the less fortunate. I continue to spend 
my professional life as an educator which includes both many years as assistant superintendent in 
the San Mateo-Foster City School District and my current position as advisor to the 
superintendent. I believe passionately in public service — I am currently involved with Samaritan 

House, the Leadership Program, and the San Mateo Public Library Foundation — which provides me both with not 
only an opportunity to serve but also to learn and advocate. I am excited to serve again on the Vestry as we focus on 
implementing the priorities established last spring by St. Paul’s community — deepening our relationships with God and 
within our St. Paul’s community and expanding our connections with the community around us.  
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2019 CHRISTMAS MUSIC DONATIONS 
Our heartfelt gratitude for the generosity of those who underwrote the string ensemble for the 9:30pm Prelude 
and 10pm Choral Eucharist this Christmas Eve. 
 

Bill & Judy Steul  

Jo Ann Hartley 

Clay + Betsy Holquist 

Graczewski family 

Mrs. Richard G. Dedo   In thanksgiving for family and friends 

Susan Ketcham and Anne Casscells    In appreciation of Dr. Susan Jane Matthews 

John + Lisa Borgeson, Grace + Kate   In loving memory of O. Howard McClelland, who loved his 
         church choir 

Pat Ko   In Thanksgiving for God’s blessings 

Jenny Lau   For the joy of Christmas 

THE PEGLEY FAMILY   In celebration of the wonderful choirs of St. Paul’s at Christmas and all year round 

Tish & Jim Busselle   In celebration of Dr. Matthews and St. Paul’s Choir 

Daniel R. March   In memory of my wife, Mary Kay March, on the 60th anniversary of our wedding,  

      27 December 1959 
 

2019 CHRISTMAS ALTAR FLOWER DEDICATIONS 
The Altar Guild extends our appreciation to those whose thoughtful contributions supported the beautification 
of St. Paul’s Church this Christmas. 
 

Susan Ketcham and Anne Casscells    In memory of Roy Hansen 

THE PEGLEY FAMILY   With gratitude for family and friends near and far 

Sarah S. Coleman and Family   For our father, Evertt Stephenson 

Walt + Jean Marcus   In thanksgiving 

Leslie Smith   In memory of Amy Rudell Flom 

  In celebration of the life of Trish Smith Jensen 

Tish & Jim Busselle   In memory of loved ones 

John Lockton   In memory of Evie Lockton 

 

2019 CHRISTMAS ALTAR FLOWER & MUSIC DEDICATIONS 
 

Amedeo Simoncini   For my son George Simoncini 

Phil + Jill Lighty   To the Glory of God 

William & Mary Swing   To the Glory of God 

Van Hamel Platerink Family   For Amommy & MouMou 

Chip & Kay Filak   Christmas Blessings for Extended Family 
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The Circle's Christmas Tea & Boutique ~ It’s in the Bag!  
By Charlotte Greig 

The Circle of St Paul's 

What an afternoon!! 

• Lots of fun, lots of smiles and lots of chatter! 

• Tea service with dainty sandwiches, scrumptious cookies and 

freshly poured tea & coffee in Brewer Hall 

• Awesome holiday musical entertainment by Ron and 

Maryann Sfarzo 

• Beautifully decorated guest tables and Parish halls 

• Great gift selection from The Circle's Holiday Floral Shop, Dawn Mulliken, Aimee Bosschart, Shawn 

Felix & Michelle Byker, Lacelet Jewelry, Charlotte Greig, Circle donors and last but not least, 

members of the Circle who  made lots of homemade goodies for sale 

• From Thursday onward, the kitchen and parish halls were abuzz with volunteers as circle members 

set up and decorated in readiness for Saturday's attendees 

• All tickets sold well ahead of Saturday! 

• For those who couldn't make Saturday, a selection of items was available for sale during the coffee 

hours following Sunday's 8 and 10am services 

The Christmas Tea & Boutique is a long standing Circle of St Paul’s 
tradition that provides holiday memories with stress-free shopping, 
while raising monies for good causes supported by the Circle. 

Special thanks go to everyone who participated in putting on this year's 
Tea: Cisca Hanson for her leadership; Sandy Galindo and Candace 
Martin who sold tickets and handled the table assignments. Suzanne 
Abold, Marty Beater, Andrea Bin, Betsy Bogel, Sandy Galindo, Jean 
Kaluza, Candace Martin, Karin Payne, Dianne Smith and Barbara Valle 

and everybody on the teams who took care of the Parish Hall set-up. Michele Bosschart and Denise Schmidt 
who organized the holiday decorations for the guest tables in Foote and Brewer halls. To Bohyne Bice and 
Michele who arranged and ran the boutique. 

A round of applause goes to Bohyne who also lined up entertainers 
Ron and Maryann for us, and to Denise Schmidt, Brigette 
Anderson, Suzanne Aubry, Judi Hinkson and Fusi Pauli who took 
charge of the kitchen activities ensuring that the delicacies were 
beautifully plated, and also that we had freshly brewed refreshments. 
Another big applause goes to Gail Murray and Jean Kaluza who ably 
poured tea and coffee with support from Karin Payne, Diane Smith 
and Barbara Valle; and not least to Sandy, Michele, Gail Murray and 
many others who graciously stayed to clean up. Also a big shout out 
to Vic Carboni who took charge of the digital welcome, and last but 

not least, thanks to Suzanne Abold who took command of marshaling volunteers to make and bake for the 
afternoon, while I handled the publicity. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us for this year's Holiday soiree! We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
happy New Year! 

Want to learn more about The Circle and what we do? Willing to share your talents with us? Please contact 
Suzanne Abold (650-697-7544/ theabolds@aol.com).  

mailto:theabolds@aol.com?subject=The%20Circle%20Christmas%20Tea
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DECEMBER IN THE CHOIR 
By Susan Jane Matthews 
Director of Music 

As I write this note, the four Sundays of Advent have passed, each 10am 
Holy Eucharist opening in the darkened church with the mystical chant 
of Hildegard of Bingen and closing with the vesper responsory chant of 
Palestrina praying that tomorrow God may be with us. Tomorrow will 
be Christmas Eve, and through the music offered that holy night we 
pray for stars to light your heart this Christmastide and in the new year. 
 
December has been overflowing with treasured moments of musical 
offerings by the Choirs of St. Paul’s, from the dramatic procession of 
Advent Lessons and Carols (Dec. 7), the new Christmas CD Release 
(Searching for Stars; available at St. Paul’s and online), the 4th Annual 
Christmas Concert of music from Italy (Dec. 15), to a concert at Filoli 
(Dec. 21) for a tremendous holiday crowd in the ballroom.   
 
My heartfelt gratitude to the Choirs of St. Paul’s for their countless hours 
of dedicated preparation and volunteer support, the vibrant community 
of our Choir School families, the generous sponsors of the Choir School, 
Christmas concert, and Christmas Eve instrumentalists, and to you, dear 
listener. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! 

 

 
  

St. Cecilia & St Nicolas Choirs 

walking to the Filoli concert. 

(above) Advent Lessons & 

Carols that was Saturday, Dec. 7. 

(left - above) The concert in the 

ballroom at Filoli on Saturday, 

Dec. 21. (left - below)  

Photos by Nicolas Akers. 

The cover of the new Christmas 

CD Release, Searching for Stars, 

by the Choirs of St. Paul’s; 

available at St. Paul’s and online. 
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St. Paul’s Giving Tree — Another Great Year of Caring and Sharing for 
Less Fortunate Families in Our Communities 
Tish Busselle 
Giving Tree Coordinator 

Although Christmas is “put away” for the year, I hope the warmth that comes from 
participating in St. Paul’s Annual Giving Tree remains with each of you. This year, 
we helped seven families from surrounding communities by providing gifts, 
Christmas dinner and basic food staples for many more meals. In total, 33 family 
members were helped ranging from newborn twins to a great aunt parenting five 
children.   

St. Paul’s Giving Tree is a congregation-wide effort whether one brought cans of soup or boxes of oatmeal or 
a ham, provided a toy, activity kit, warm jacket, or new shoes; wrapped gifts or sorted food; was part of one of 
the “Sunday delivery teams;” or made a financial donation for the “elves” to use to fill in gaps. Thank you all!    

Special thanks to several “behind the scenes” people — the Koivisto-Gier family who organized the wrap 
materials and helped with translations; Bryan Vander Lugt who ran the food sorting and distribution so 
smoothly; Beth Beisecker, Penny Newall, Jocelyn Sideco and Kathy Martin who helped before-hand with 
the presorting and boxing of gifts for each family so that all went well on wrapping day. 

 

Christmas Eve Pageant Was Truly a Holy Night 

Thank you so much to our incredibly hard working director:  Kate Luedtke 
To the super organized and detail oriented assistant director:  Jane Palladino 
Thank you again Jessica Sobolik Willey for overseeing the whole production. 

Thanks to the crew: 
Ella Giere, Grace Ghoorah, Johnny Willey, Will Vander Lugt, Annelise Vander Lugt, Olivia Long 

And of course, the fabulous cast of actors: 
Baby Jesus: Audrey Siquieros 
Angel Gabriel: Charlotte Austin 
Mary: Livvy Ramseyer 
Joseph: Lincoln Elliott 
Elizabeth: Dylan Ghoorah 
Zechariah: Blake Ramseyer 
Narrators: Henry Wilson, Ella Wilson 

And to our wonderful parent coordinators 
Sarah Solum, Sara Weaver 

Thank you to the choir of heavenly hosts from the St. Cecilia and St. Nicolas Choirs (grades K-3) and the 
Teens of the Choir of St. Paul’s: 
Kendall Adams, Stella Fisher, Allie Herndon, Rosie Kolatkar, Vivienne Kolatkar, Stella Kwok, Lexi Long, 
Kieran Murthy, Maya Murthy, Yuki Ota, Malia Ying 
Alto: Abigail Akers; Tenor: Gabriel Lim; Bass: Elliot Skillings 

Were You Inspired by the Christmas Eve Pageant? 

Did you know that children and teens present this story of Jesus birth at our Christmas Eve 4pm service every 
year? Would your child like to be in next year's Christmas Eve Pageant? All children and youth are invited to 
be in next year's pageant, please email jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org to contact The Rev. Julie Graham to 
sign up.  

mailto:jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Christmas%20Pageant%202020
mailto:jgraham@stpaulsburlingame.org?subject=Christmas%20Pageant%202020
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St. Paul’s Had a Very Busy 2019!  

We started 2019 with a concerted effort to ask the parish 

who we are as a church, and where we want to go as we look 

to the future. In particular, we wanted to get a sense of how 

we should respond to declining national trends in 

participation in faith-based communities. As we have 

reported on multiple occasions, we learned that: 

1. We really like St. Paul’s Church, and… 

2. We feel we should focus on our strengths, deepening our connections within the church, but also… 

3. We should work to expand our connections into the broader community around us. 

Armed with this information and the understanding that meeting the challenges of the future requires energetic 

staff leadership, the Vestry of St. Paul’s made a decision to bring staffing to full capacity, including our full-

time rector (Thomas), a full-time associate rector (Julie), a full-time music director (Susan), and a part-time 

pastoral associate (Jocelyn). 

Already this decision is reaping benefits as our 2019 program year has begun with a flurry of spirited activity. 

Since September 1, the church has been buzzing with a full calendar of socials, music events, and outreach 

programming. Eager to foster new relationships with local residents, Julie is developing a welcoming program 

from a framework called Invite Welcome Connect. Thomas has been coordinating with the Next Steps Team 

and the Building Committee to make the church campus more ‘outward’ facing, with enhanced lighting, signage 

and information monitors. Susan’s music program continues to be a model of artistry and professionalism, and 

can now add renowned composer-in-residence Patricia Van Ness to its list of honors. And Jocelyn is working 

to revitalize our teen program while launching our presence in the world of social media. These are good days 

for St. Paul’s! 

It has to be understood, though, that the decision to fully re-staff our clergy was not made lightly. Even though 

St. Paul’s is blessed with a steady membership and pledge income that remains relatively constant, the expense 

of maintaining our church (in people and materials) has been rising with inflation and cost of living increases. 

Projecting ahead, it is clear that our costs will out-pace our revenue. This is a hard reality for the vast majority 

of churches across America … and the world! 

We recognize that we are at a turning point at St. Paul’s. Do we simply manage a future of decline or do we 

step up and try to meet the challenge by working to expand the goodness we see in our church out into the 

world around us? Our Vestry decided to step-up. And so, in addition to our 2020 pledge revenue, we have 

decided to strategically invest our New Ministries Development Fund and draw on some or our reserves to 

finance a fully-staffed, energetic church that we intend to be a welcoming light for any and all in our community 

who want to be part of the life in Christ that we find so special. 

I thank you all for a wonderful 2019. Let’s work together to shine our light in 2020. 

God’s Peace. 

 

William Phillips 

Senior Warden 
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415 El Camino Real, Burlingame, CA 94010 
650.348.4811  •  www.stpaulsburlingame.org 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE: 
Sunday: 8am - Spoken Eucharist in Chapel 

Sunday: 10am - Holy Eucharist with organ and choir 

Sunday: 2pm - Holy Eucharist in Tongan Language  

1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays  

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Rev. Thomas Skillings, Rector 

The Rev. Julie Graham, Associate Rector 

Ms. Jocelyn A. Sideco, Pastoral Associate 

Dr. Susan Matthews, Director of Music  

 

 

CHORAL EVENSONG FOR ST. PAUL 
Saturday, January 25 • 5pm 
 
The Evensong series resumes in 2020 with Choral 
Evensong for our patron saint, Saint Paul. 
 
Music sung by the Choir of St. Paul’s includes: 
Elizabeth Kimble | Preces & Responses  
Herbert Howells | St. Paul’s Evening Canticles 
Henry Purcell | Thy word is a lantern  
 
Free-will donation.   
 
Reception follows hosted by the Outreach Committee. 
 
The beautiful and uniquely Anglican service of Choral Evensong (sung Evening Prayer) appeared in the first 
Book of Common of Prayer in England in 1549. Drawing on elements of the monastic offices of Vespers and 
Compline, Archbishop of Canterbury Thomas Cranmer created a service centered on prayer, psalms, and 
Scripture readings. The canticles of the Magnificat (Song of Mary) and Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon) respond 
to these Scripture readings.   
 
You are invited you to St. Paul’s this evening to pray through the silence, the spoken word, and the music in 
the beauty of holiness.  
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