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Total Projected 2021 Expenses
$1.018 m

Income Outlook for 2021

How much should I give?
Giving and generosity are essential practices of our Christian life.  Giving generously turns our hearts towards God 
and is an expression of God’s mercy and love towards those in need.  In Christian and Jewish tradition, the tithe of 10% 
of income is an act of devotion that makes real our love of God and neighbor.   

We anticipate our expenses 
will increase by 5% in 2021 
due to our commitment to 

continue our current staffing 
levels as well as cost-of-living 

and benefit increases.

Clergy/Staff

Outreach/Diocesan Contribution

Buildings and Grounds

General Parish & Program Expenses

Pledge Income

Other Offerings/Gifts

Endowment Earnings

Rental Income

Choir School

2021 Projected Deficit

7%
14%

13%
66%

Proportional Giving Guide

GIFT LEVEL
ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$50,000 $75,000 $100,000 $150,000 $200,000 $250,000
3% 1,500 2,250 3,000 4,500 6,000 7,500
5% 2,500 3,750 5,000 7,500 10,000 12,500
7% 3,500 5,250 7,000 10,500 14,000 17,500

10% 5,000 7,500 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000

Many people have the tithe as a goal.  Some apportion their tithe, giving 5% to their faith 
community and another 5% to those in need.  How much you give is a matter for prayer 
as you consider the abundance given you by God.

Pledge Sunday is October 18th – mail your card or pledge online.  
To pledge online, please go to www.stpaulsburlingame.org/support

  our
path of

faith
continues

Everything at St. Paul’s has changed and yet so much has stayed the same.

Life at St. Paul’s is still defined by the same core values. We still gather to praise 
God and lift up those who need our prayers and support. We still provide for 

the less fortunate in our community. We still offer a place of solace and comfort 
for those who need a home for their faith journey.

Our path has taken many unexpected turns but we have persevered,  
walking by faith. 

St. Paul’s journey continues, and we can all do our part to ensure that  
it will continue.

Thomas Skillings, Rector

Members of the Vestry and Stewardship Committee of St. Paul’s  
Wade Aubry, Paige Austin, Tish Busselle, Anne Casscells, Ron Goerss,  

JoAnn Hartley, Kathy Martin, Karen McCormick, Fusi Pahulu, Virginia Pegley,  
Mary Page Platerink, Jim Steichen, Bryan Vander Lugt

52%

9%

12%

3%

9%

15%
Our total income for 2021 needs 

to increase by 17% to continue all 
that St. Paul’s provides now and 

cover our projected deficit. Half of 
our current 2020 operating income 
comes from faithful pledgers.  The 

rest comes from gifts, special 
offerings, rental income and past 

parishioners who support St. Paul’s in 
perpetuity through endowment gifts.

STEWARDSHIP AT ST. PAUL’S 2021
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2020 began like many others, with the good cheer of Christmas helping us welcome a new year full of 
possibility. In ways that we had all come to love and treasure, St. Paul’s was a bustling hub for all kinds of 
activities: Sunday services, rummage sorting, choir rehearsals, coffee hours, and countless other activities 
and gatherings. We  had just welcomed new and familiar faces to the staff and clergy, and were seizing new 
opportunities to go deeper as a community and turn outward.

In early March, life suddenly changed, bringing an abrupt and unexpected halt to our routines 
including so much of “normal” life at St. Paul’s. As an act of love and compassion for ourselves and our 
greater community, we entered into a period of social distance to ensure that those most vulnerable would 
stay safe. Given the abruptness of the change, we could have gotten discouraged but, instead, we embraced 
this new reality. We adopted new means of staying connected, navigating the new reality of Zoom accounts 
and learning to record videos in our homes.  And, in remaining true to the prayer we offer each Sunday, we 
found new ways to use our gifts to make a difference for others.  These changes were thrust upon us and they 
were not always easy, but there was no question that we would try to keep moving on our path of faith. In the 
process, we more deeply understood that St. Paul’s is more than a building; it is a community that can remain 
connected even as we are physically apart. 

This fall we have begun to return to St. Paul’s as a physical place even as much of our life as a 
parish continues in virtual space. Parents and children are making connections to support one another and 
young people will soon begin their preparations for confirmation. Choristers are continuing--and some just 
beginning--their musical studies and the Choir’s voices are once again being raised inside the sanctuary. Our 
pets will come back to receive a blessing for all the comfort they have given us through this time of shelter-
in-place. The Advent season will take on new and unexpected meaning and the Christmas season will bring 
us all a welcome burst of light and hope.

The time will come when we can return to the “normal” life we know and love at St. Paul’s even 
though we are not yet sure when or what that will be. We will emerge stronger and even more connected, 
retaining some of the new practices we’ve learned.  In the meantime, we must continue to walk along the path 
of faith, trusting God and encouraging each other to keep moving forward even though we can’t yet see the 
end. By pledging our financial support to St. Paul’s for 2021, we can make sure it will be there for us when 
we can all safely return and for future generations to come.
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